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Definitions & Terminology
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Breakout 

Working in small groups: 
• Create a definition for each of the following phrases 

(as it pertains to animal bite/attack investigations): 
• Aggressive 
• Serious bodily injury
• Provoked 
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Aggressive animal
aggressive 

animal

• Value-laden term
• “Aggression” etymology:

• ad: toward
• gradi: proceed, walk

• Continuous state or isolated event
• Gray area 

Indiana State Board of Animal Health

Aggressive animal
serious bodily 

injury
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Aggressive animalprovoked

Working together as a class:
• Create a definition for each of the following phrases 

(as it pertains to animal bite/attack investigations): 
• Aggressive
• Serious bodily injury
• Provoked 
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• Do you know what your ordinance says? 
• What types of frustrations do you have with yours?
• What key words are defined? 
• How do you wish yours was different?

Indiana State Board of Animal Health

History & Prevalence of 
Animal Bites & Rabies
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• Until the early 1960s, most Indiana rabies cases 
were dogs, cats, and humans bitten by dogs/cats

• Vaccination requirements and animal control 
programs established

• 1960s-1988: Skunks
• 1988-current: Bats
• Last positive dog: 1989
• Last positive cat: 1984

• Half as likely to die from a dog bite as from 
lightning strike

• Global rabies impact estimated cost: $8.6 billion/yr
• World Health Organization
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Reports & Official Indiana 
Animal Bite Form

< CONTAINMENT OF THE ANIMAL>

EMS can address the wounds.
You can obtain the information later.
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Documenting the Scene

• TAKE THE PICTURES. ALL OF THE PICTURES.
• You will only have one opportunity to document things 

as they were.

• Pictures should include, at minimum:
• Animal involved (for identification)
• Blood on animal involved
• Wounds 
• Scene 
• Containment measures of animal, if any

Indiana State Board of Animal Health

• Victim(s)
• Owner(s) (or caretaker)
• Witness(es)

People

• Species, breed, description, gender, age, etc.
• Vaccination records
• Previous incidents (documented or otherwise)

Animal

• When
• Where
• How

Incident 
Specifics

• Animal involved
• Wound(s)
• Scene (blood, broken fence, etc.)

Pictures
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www.in.gov/rabies/report-an-animal-bite/
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Relevant Laws
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Rabies Vaccination: 
IC 35-46-3-1

Off Property:                 
IC 15-20-1-4

Hybrid/Coydog:                 
IC 15-20-1-5

Civil Liability:                  
IC 15-20-1-3

IC 35-46-3-1 (Rabies vx)

Sec. 1. A person who knowingly or intentionally 
harbors a dog that is over the age of six (6) months 
and not immunized against rabies commits harboring 
a non-immunized dog, a Class C infraction. However, 
the offense is a Class B misdemeanor if the dog 
causes bodily injury by biting a person

Document how you know the dog to be >6 months old
Document how you know the dog to be not immunized
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IC 15-20-1-4 (Off Property)

Sec. 4. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), the 
owner of a dog commits a Class C misdemeanor if:

• Fails to restrain dog, dog enters someone else’s 
property, dog bites/attacks

(b) The offense under subsection (a) is:
• Enhanced: previous convictions, SBI, death

IC 15-20-1-5 (Hybrid/Coydog)

(a) Definition: 
• Parent A: wolf or coyote

Parent B: another animal
• Parent A: offspring of wolf or coyote/another animal

Parent B: another animal

(b) Requirements: Secure enclosure (or reasonable 
control)

• Roofed or has sides at least 6 feet tall and constructed in 
such a manner that the type of animal contained within 
the pen cannot reasonably be expected to escape
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IC 15-20-1-5, cont.

(c) Subject to subsection (d), an owner of a wolf 
hybrid or coydog commits a Class B misdemeanor if 
the owner recklessly, knowingly, or intentionally fails 
to comply with subsection (b) and:

• Fails to restrain animal, animal enters someone else’s 
property, animal damages livestock or personal property

(d) The offense under subsection (c) is:
• Enhanced: previous convictions, SBI, death

IC 15-20-1-3 (Civil Liability)

Sec. 3. (a) The owner of the dog is liable for all 
damages suffered by the person bitten if a dog, 
without provocation, bites a person:

• Who is acting peaceably and legally permitted to be 
there

(b) The owner of a dog described in subsection (a) is 
liable for damages even if:

• No previous incidents or the owner has no knowledge of 
prior vicious behavior by the dog
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Dogs & Livestock: 
IC 15-20-2

Destruction:                 
IC 35-46-3-5

Veterinary Records 
IC 25-38.1-4-5.5

Police Dogs:                  
IC 15-20-1-6

IC 15-20-2 (Dogs & Livestock)

IC 15-20-2-1
• Sec. 1. If a dog kills or injures any livestock…the owner 

or harborer of the dog is liable to the owner of the 
livestock for all damages sustained, including reasonable 
attorney's fees and court costs

IC 15-20-2-2
• Sec. 2. A person who observes a dog in the act of killing 

or injuring livestock may kill the dog if the person has 
the consent of the person in possession of the real 
estate on which the dog is found
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IC 35-46-3-5 (Destruction)

(10) Destruction of a vertebrate animal that is:
• (A) endangering, harassing, or threatening livestock or a 

domestic animal; or
• (B) destroying or damaging a person's property

(15) Humane destruction of an animal that the 
person owns

IC 25-38.1-4-5.5 (Vet Records)

(e) An animal's veterinary medical records and 
medical condition must be furnished within five (5) 
business days without written client authorization 
under the following circumstances:

• (5) As a part of an animal cruelty report and associated 
applicable records that are part of an abuse 
investigation by law enforcement or a governmental 
agency

• (6) To a law enforcement agency as part of a criminal 
investigation
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IC 15-20-1-6 (Police Dogs)

Sec. 6. An owner of a dog is exempt under section 4 
of this chapter if the dog commits an act described in 
section 4 of this chapter during the period that the 
dog is owned by:

• (1) the United States;
• (2) an agency of the United States; or
• (3) a governmental entity (as defined in IC 34-6-2-49);

and the dog is engaged in assisting the owner or the 
owner's agent in the performance of law enforcement 
or military duties

Administrative Rabies Laws

IC 15-17-6 
• Ability to declare quarantine requirement for rabies 

outbreaks, not for a bite/attack investigation 
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CRIMINAL

CIVIL

• Vaccinations
• Off-property
• Hybrid/Coydog

• Medical expenses
• Emotional distress
• Loss of income
• Loss of consortium
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(Dr. Ian) Dunbar Dog Bite Scale

Indiana State Board of Animal Health
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Levels 2-5

• Level 2: Skin-contact by teeth; no punctures

• Level 3: one to four punctures from single bite, not 
deeper than half the length of canine tooth

• Level 4: one to four punctures from a single bite, at 
least one deeper than half the length of canine 
tooth

• Level 5: multiple bites, multiple-attack

Levels 1 and 6

• Level 1: obnoxious or aggressive behavior but no 
skin-contact by teeth

• Level 6: death
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Rate these bites…

Indiana State Board of Animal Health
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Resources & Final Notes
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Contacting CPS/DCS ?

Indiana State Board of Animal Health
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Davis v. Evansville

• Davis (juvenile) was attacked by a dog when he was 
outside with a friend and her dog

• Witness recognized attacking dog to be the dog she 
had reported to Evansville AC multiple times for 
being loose/vicious; AC did drive-by

• A dog with the same name/breed had bitten 
another juvenile ~6 months prior and had been 
held by AC but unconfirmed to be the same dog

• Davis sued claiming failure to act/breach of duty

Davis v. Evansville, cont.

• Trial court ruled ACOs had “law enforcement 
immunity” under Indiana Torts Claim Act

• Court of Appeals reversed
• Reversed and remanded: ACOs did have “law 

enforcement immunity”
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rabies.in.gov

Indiana State Board of Animal Health
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